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EXAMINER^S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .312, To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Applicants' Attorney, Jeffrey C. Hood, on April 12, 2007. The application has been amended as 
follows: 

1 . Please enter the amendments received on 4/6/2007. 

2. Please cancel claims 106-115, 117-122, and 126-127. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Claims 89-93, 95-97, 100-105, 125, and 128-129 are allowed. The following is an 
examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding independent claims 89, 105, and 128, creating and executing graphical 
programs that receive and display data from data sources is well knovra in the art. For example, 
the prior art (e.g. U.S. Patent No. 6,370,569) teaches creating such a graphical program, 
including: displaying a first GUI element in the graphical program on a display device of a first 
computer system, wherein the graphical program comprises a plurality of interconnected nodes 
which visually indicate functionality of the graphical program; receiving user input specifying a 
data source with which to associate the first GUI element; in response to receiving the user input, 
automatically configuring the first GUI element to receive data from the specified data source; 
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receiving data from the specified data source, wherein the data includes information specifying a 
first data type of the data; and displaying the received data from the specified data source on the 
first GUI element. Moreover, selecting GUI elements to display data, based on the data type of 
the data, is well known in the art. For example, web browsers often select and display particular 
plug-in GUI elements (e.g. a video window and playback controls) in response to receiving data 
having particular data types. The prior art, however, provides no suggestion or teaching for 
combining such concepts, such that a first GUI element in a graphical program is replaced with a 
second GUI element if the first GUI element cannot display received data having a particular 
data type. That is, the prior art does not teach or suggest automatically determining that a first 
GUI element in a graphical program cannot display received data having a particular data type - 
the first GUI element having previously been configured to receive the data from a specified data 
source - and prior to or during execution of the graphical program, selecting and displaying a 
second GUI element in place of the first GUI element, wherein the second GUI element can 
display data of the particular data type, as is expressed in claims 89, 105, and 128. 

Claims 90-93, 95-97, 100-104, and 125 depend on claim 89, and include all of the 
limitations of claim 89. Accordingly, claims 90-93, 95-97, 100-104, and 125 are allowed for the 
reasons in which claim 89 is allowed. Similarly, claim 129 depends on claim 128, and includes 
all of the limitations of claim 128. Thus, claim 129 is allowed for the reasons in which claim 
128 is allowed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reiasons for 
Allowance," 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Blaine Basom whose telephone number is (571) 272-4044. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571) 272-4048. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appHcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




btb 

4/13/2007 



Patent Examiner 



